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At the time of the conversations of December 6 I reminded you
that since 1921 we had had a treaty of alliance with Poland and since
1935 a pact with the U.S.S.R., both of which we are determined to
maintain. I then gave definite assurances on this point to the Ambas-
sadors of Poland and of the U.S.S.R. by communications, which
were given the widest publicity in the Press. I remember, moreover,
that at the time when I reminded you of the treaties which bound us
to Poland, you wrere good enough to reply that these treaties could
not do any harm to Franco-German relations, since your own rela-
tions with Poland were at that time excellent.

I was the less surprised at the assurance you gave me since, three
months earlier, Herr Hitler had, in his speech at the Sports Palace in
Berlin on September 26, referred to the German-Polish agreement as
a model of its type:

"Within barely one year we succeeded/' he said, "in arriving
at an understanding with him (Marshal PilsudskiJ which by its very
nature has removed the possibility of conflict, at all events for ten
years. We are all of us convinced that this understanding will lead
to a lasting peace. \Ve appreciate that we have here two peoples
who have to live side by side. A country with a population of thirty-
three millions will always seek access to the sea; it was therefore neces-
sary to find the way to an agreement. This has been found and is
steadily being developed. The decisive factor should be a firm deter-
mination on the part of the two Governments, and all reasonable and
level-headed men among the two peoples and in the two countries,
to work for a constant improvement of their mutual relations."

In addition to this, in the course of our conversation on
December 6, one of the most pressing requests which I had to make
to Your Excellency was in respect of our common guarantee to Czecho-
slovakia in fulfilment of the Munich agreement. Such a request I
could not have addressed to you, if France had no longer been inter-
ested in what was happening in Eastern Europe.

Since I was unable to obtain a satisfactory reply on this matter.
I sent you a note on February 8, 1939, recalling the agreement signed
at Munich on September 29, in order once more to impress upon you
the necessity of completing without delay the arrangements for our
common guarantee to Czechoslovakia. To this note you replied on
March 2, asking me to await the clearing up of internal developments
in Czechoslovakia and the improvement of relations between that
country and the neighbouring States, before considering a general
arrangement between the Munich signatory Powers.

Further, the actual statement which I made from the Tribune of
the French Chamber on January 26, 1939, confirmed my attitude in
a manner which admitted of no equivocation. This statement, which
you may find in our "Journal Officiel" (p. 234), was reproduced in
the Press throughout the world.

'Trance has also maintained her traditional friendly relations with
Poland. At the time of the Franco-German declaration of December 6,
I had, in conformity with the spirit of our agreement, advised the
Polish Ambassador of our intentions. In thanking me for keeping